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an agreement upon a lie among the transmitters of that
report, as well as a knowledge of the absence of incentives
for such an agreement; but these are nothing but cases of
inference; hence the knowledge engendered by the muta-
watir is inferential. The first side answers that such pre-
liminary notions as are necessary are only incidental, and
occur in the mind readily without any special thought or
effort.

When the reports of several transmitters answer the
description of mutawatir but differ from one another, only
their common meaning is considered mutawatir^

Examples of mutawatir are the passages in the Koran,
and the sunnah concerning the number of prostrations, the
rates of zakat, etc.

(2)  The Mash=hur   (literally, widespread).    This is a
report originally supported by a few individuals (ahad)?
but later spread and transmitted by a numerically indefinite
people whose agreement upon a lie is inconceivable, these
people being the generations succeeding to the Companions.
In other words, it is necessary that the diffusion of the
report should have taken place in the first or second gener-
ation after Mohammed, not later.    According to the or-
thodox view, the mash-hur stands higher than the " in-
dividual ;" and its non-acceptance entails error, but not
heresy.5*    The mash-hur engenders conviction but not posi-
tive knowledge (yacfin).

(3)  The "individual" report (khabar al-wahid).    This
is the report transmitted by one or two or even more, pro-

1 Minhdj, vol. ii, p. 89.

2 Their number may be one or more provided it falls short of that
required for the mutawatir.   Some call the masJi-hur mustafif}, if there
were at least three individuals.

8 Pazdawi, p. 688.